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(ii) State that the pet owner must re-
move the pet within 10 days of the ef-
fective date of service of the notice of 
pet removal (or the meeting, if notice 
is served at the meeting); and 

(iii) State that failure to remove the 
pet may result in initiation of proce-
dures to terminate the pet owner’s ten-
ancy. 

(c) Initiation of procedures to remove a 
pet or terminate the pet owner’s tenancy. 
(1) The project owner may not initiate 
procedures to terminate a pet owner’s 
tenancy based on a pet rule violation, 
unless: 

(i) The pet owner has failed to re-
move the pet or correct a pet rule vio-
lation within the applicable time pe-
riod specified in this section (including 
any additional time permitted by the 
owner); and 

(ii) The pet rule violation is suffi-
cient to begin procedures to terminate 
the pet owner’s tenancy under the 
terms of the lease and applicable regu-
lations. 

(2) The project owner may initiate 
procedures to remove a pet under § 5.327 
at any time, in accordance with the 
provisions of applicable State or local 
law.

§ 5.359 Housing programs: Rejection of 
units by applicants for tenancy. 

(a) An applicant for tenancy in a 
project for the elderly or persons with 
disabilities may reject a unit offered 
by a project owner if the unit is in 
close proximity to a dwelling unit in 
which an existing tenant of the project 
owns or keeps a common household 
pet. An applicant’s rejection of a unit 
under this section shall not adversely 
affect his or her application for ten-
ancy in the project, including (but not 
limited to) his or her position on the 
project waiting list or qualification for 
any tenant selection preference. 

(b) Nothing in this subpart C imposes 
a duty on project owners to provide al-
ternate dwelling units to existing or 
prospective tenants because of the 
proximity of common household pets 
to a particular unit or the presence of 
such pets in the project.

§ 5.360 Housing programs: Additional 
lease provisions. 

(a) Inspections. In addition to other 
inspections permitted under the lease, 
the leases for all Housing program ten-
ants of projects for the elderly or per-
sons with disabilities may state that 
the project owner may, after reason-
able notice to the tenant and during 
reasonable hours, enter and inspect the 
premises. The lease shall permit entry 
and inspection only if the project 
owner has received a signed, written 
complaint alleging (or the project 
owner has reasonable grounds to be-
lieve) that the conduct or condition of 
a pet in the dwelling unit constitutes, 
under applicable State or local law, a 
nuisance or a threat to the health or 
safety of the occupants of the project 
or other persons in the community 
where the project is located. 

(b) Emergencies. (1) If there is no 
State or local authority (or designated 
agent of such an authority) authorized 
under applicable State or local law to 
remove a pet that becomes vicious, dis-
plays symptoms of severe illness, or 
demonstrates other behavior that con-
stitutes an immediate threat to the 
health or safety of the tenancy as a 
whole, the project owner may place a 
provision in tenant leases permitting 
the project owner to enter the premises 
(if necessary), remove the pet, and take 
such action with respect to the pet as 
may be permissible under State and 
local law, which may include placing it 
in a facility that will provide care and 
shelter for a period not to exceed 30 
days. 

(2) The lease shall permit the project 
owner to enter the premises and re-
move the pet or take such other per-
missible action only if the project 
owner requests the pet owner to re-
move the pet from the project imme-
diately, and the pet owner refuses to do 
so, or if the project owner is unable to 
contact the pet owner to make a re-
moval request. The lease may not con-
tain a provision relieving the project 
owner from liability for wrongful re-
moval of a pet. The cost of the animal 
care facility shall be paid as provided 
in § 5.363. 

(3) The project owner may place a 
provision in tenant leases permitting 
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the project owner to enter the prem-
ises, remove the pet, and place the pet 
in a facility that will provide care and 
shelter, in accordance with the provi-
sions of § 5.363. The lease may not con-
tain a provision relieving the project 
owner from liability for wrongful re-
moval of a pet.

§ 5.363 Housing programs: Protection 
of the pet. 

(a) If the health or safety of a pet is 
threatened by the death or incapacity 
of the pet owner, or by other factors 
that render the pet owner unable to 
care for the pet, the project owner may 
contact the responsible party or par-
ties listed in the pet registration re-
quired under § 5.350(d)(1)(iii). 

(b) If the responsible party or parties 
are unwilling or unable to care for the 
pet, or the project owner, despite rea-
sonable efforts, has been unable to con-
tact the responsible party or parties, 
the project owner may contact the ap-
propriate State or local authority (or 
designated agent of such an authority) 
and request the removal of the pet. 

(c) If there is no State or local au-
thority (or designated agent of such an 
authority) authorized to remove a pet 
under these circumstances and the 
project owner has placed a provision in 
the lease agreement (as described in 
§ 5.360(c)(2)), the project owner may 
enter the pet owner’s unit, remove the 
pet, and place the pet in a facility that 
will provide care and shelter until the 
pet owner or a representative of the pet 
owner is able to assume responsibility 
for the pet, but not longer than 30 days. 

(d) The cost of the animal care facil-
ity provided under this section shall be 
borne by the pet owner. If the pet 
owner (or the pet owner’s estate) is un-
able or unwilling to pay, the cost of the 
animal care facility may be paid from 
the pet deposit, if imposed under the 
pet rules.

PET OWNERSHIP REQUIREMENTS FOR 
PUBLIC HOUSING PROGRAMS

§ 5.380 Public housing programs: Pro-
cedure for development of pet 
rules. 

PHAs that choose to promulgate pet 
rules shall consult with tenants of 
projects for the elderly or persons with 
disabilities administered by them with 

respect to their promulgation and sub-
sequent amendment. PHAs shall de-
velop the specific procedures governing 
tenant consultation, but these proce-
dures must be designed to give tenants 
(or, if appropriate, tenant councils) 
adequate opportunity to review and 
comment upon the pet rules before 
they are issued for effect. PHAs are 
solely responsible for the content of 
final pet rules, but must give consider-
ation to tenant comments. PHAs shall 
send to the responsible HUD field of-
fice, copies of the final (or amended) 
pet rules, as well as summaries or cop-
ies of all tenant comments received in 
the course of the tenant consultation.

Subpart D—Definitions for Section 
8 and Public Housing Assist-
ance Under the United States 
Housing Act of 1937

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 1437a and 3535(d).

SOURCE: 61 FR 5665, Feb. 13, 1996, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 5.400 Applicability. 

This part applies to public housing 
and Section 8 programs. 

[61 FR 5665, Feb. 13, 1996, as amended at 65 
FR 16715, Mar. 29. 2000]

§ 5.403 Definitions. 

Annual contributions contract (ACC) 
means the written contract between 
HUD and a PHA under which HUD 
agrees to provide funding for a program 
under the 1937 Act, and the PHA agrees 
to comply with HUD requirements for 
the program. 

Applicant means a person or a family 
that has applied for housing assistance. 

Disabled family means a family whose 
head, spouse, or sole member is a per-
son with disabilities. It may include 
two or more persons with disabilities 
living together, or one or more persons 
with disabilities living with one or 
more live-in aides. 

Displaced family means a family in 
which each member, or whose sole 
member, is a person displaced by gov-
ernmental action, or a person whose 
dwelling has been extensively damaged 
or destroyed as a result of a disaster 
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